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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
BY

NORBERT TOUCHETTE

S

ince mid April the weather
has been on our side for
getting our cars outside and
breathing open air. The swap meet
group has been fine tuning details
for this great event our club hosts
now for 18 years. I was reviewing
the list of swap meet volunteers and
I am proud to say that new members
are adding their names next to those
that started the event years ago. I thank all that take part in this

since this event really exposes our club members’ enthusiasm
within the city and beyond the Province. As for the rest of the
year, the executive with the help of various members have tried
put together a calendar of activities and events that hopefully
will accommodate the expectations of all our members. I
encourage each member to make an effort to attend as many
activities as possible. You will get to meet wonderful people,
rich in knowledge on many aspects of the automobile hobby.
Remember this is your club and we always welcome new ideas
and support from all. Ladies and gentlemen, start starting your
engines! Hope to see you out there.

NEXT GENERAL MEETING • Thursday, May 14 @ 2:00 p.m • Headingley Community Centre at 5353 Portage Ave.

EDITOR’S
NOTES
BY

PAUL HORCH

First of all, I wish to correct a big
mistake in the April Sidemount. In the
article written by Ross Metcalfe about
his early red wagon I mistakenly gave
credit to Ross Smith instead of Ross
Metcalfe. So far I’m the only one who
has caught this, and I apologize to
Ross Metcalfe for this goof.
The past couple of weeks have been in a bit of agony with
my nostalgic visit back to the “measles”. Technically I’m
immune, but I guess not really. I’m on the mend and doing
better. To put it all in perspective, my troubles are nothing,
compared to those who have lost dear friends and relatives in
the same period of time.
This year is the 76th anniversary of the cross-Canada Royal

Visit of 1939. I’ve found some interesting photos of the cars
used in this event. Read about them in the article in this issue.
I’m also featuring some pictures of my Uncle Frank Pauls,
and some of the cars he owned when he was younger. He
taught me a lot about cars, and was a patient advisor and
mentor, and a source of very fond family memories. For a time,
in the 1950’s he worked at Dickson Motors in Winnipeg.
The month of May features the MCAAC Swap Meet at the
exhibition grounds. Read about it in the poster elsewhere in
this issue. This event just keeps getting bigger and better every
year. Don’t miss it.
SATURDAY, JUNE 13th is the 8th annual MCAAC Show and
Shine at the Headingley Community Centre. This event keeps
getting larger every year as well. We usually get over 100 cars
showing up. The only problem is, most of those are not MCAAC
cars. We get a wonderful turnout from every group of car clubs
but our own. With all the restored cars in our club we should
have a lot larger representation of MCAAC vehicles. Support
your club and show up with your car. What are you waiting for?

HALF MOON EVENT
Hey Paul
Here is the info in regards to my 3rd annual free
weekend festival event.
Dates are July10,11,12-2015 to be held on my
property.
Friday night will be a concert night only 6pm-11pm
Saturday will be a full day of activities from,face
painting ,clowns, magicians,concerts from 6pm-11pm
followed by fireworks ½ hour long.
Midway rides, rock climbing, as well as live remote
radio.
SATURDAY is the day I am looking for the CLUB to
show up.
Time to be advertised is 2pm-5pm included with
every car will be $20 of Half Moon food coupons
Looking to get around 50 cars would be great
Thanks again
Paul Horch with
wagon. Fall 1949

Wayne MacIntosh

Half Moon Owner

Vol. 56 Issue #05 May 2015 — Sidemount Reporter 1

BY

LOOKING BACK
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THE

COVER

THE CARS OF THE
1939 ROYAL VISIT

The King and Queen visited Canada in 1939, not long before the
start of World War II. There were four cars built in Canada for the
Royal Tour. The cars were built, by invitation. Chrysler, Ford, and
General Motors, the “Big Three” of Canada couldn’t pass up this
marketing opportunity.
Of the four cars, two were McLaughlin Buicks cut in half and
stretched to a wheelbase of 155 inches. The length of these cars
was about 20 feet. One
had a maroon wool broadcloth rear
p a s s e n g e r
compartment, and the
other
had
beige
upholstery. Both cars
had leather front
driver’s seats. The
interior and windshield
height was modified to
provide extra clearance
for royal formal head
wear.
The rear passenger
compartments were
fitted with windshields
and other amenities,
such as lap robes,
vanity cases, and
smoking accessories
(the King was a very
enthusiastic smoker,
but not so much in
public). The cars had
no bulletproof glass.
The massive tops were
operated by crank
mechanisms located in
the trunks of the cars. Apparently they were beasts to operate, and
one of the cars was eventually changed to a different system. The
engines were straight eights. The McLaughlin Buicks cost around
$15,000. All of the cars were loaned to the government, to be returned
after the tour along with a payment of $5,000 to each company.
The Chrysler was built using a Windsor, Ontario built Chrysler
Royal. It had a 138 inch wheelbase and used a Chrysler Royal six
cylinder engine.
The Lincoln was built by Ford of Canada with a wheelbase of 145
inches and a Lincoln V 12 engine.
All the cars were painted in a Royal Maroon, the same as the royal
cars in England, and each displayed a special royal crest..
The King and Queen arrived by ship in Quebec on May 17th, 1939.
The first car used on the visit was the Chrysler, as documented by
films made at the time. The Lincoln was used in Montreal, the Lincoln
and a Buick in Ottawa, the Chrysler in Kingston, and a Buick and
Lincoln in Toronto. In Winnipeg, the couple drove in the Chrysler,
mostly in the rain, but with the top down. One of the McLaughlin
Buicks was also in the procession. There was always an official backup car available. These teams of two cars always included one of the
McLaughlin Buicks. The other two cars were sent by railway to the
next city to be visited, so there were always two cars in waiting. In
very small centres, stops were very brief and no royal cars were used.
There is filmed evidence of other cars being used. For instance, in
Portage La Prairie MB, the couple can be seen going into a church
after leaving a Buick convertible which is clearly NOT a royal tour car.
It is a beautiful car, but has no sidemounts or raised windshield, and
is a standard wheelbase Buick, which is shorter than either of the
two tour cars. Thanks to MCAAC member Monty Vialoux for providing
that picture which prompted me to write this article. Also there are
film clips of the couple getting into a “smaller” Buick convertible for
short visits to small towns.
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There is a wonderful DVD available from the National Film Board
of Canada which highlights many of the Canadian cities visited by
the royal tour. I purchased one and it is fascinating. There are brief
film clips of the Winnipeg visit showing them riding in that beautiful
Chrysler. (I still think that’s the best looking of all the tour cars).
The tour also travelled by train to the United States to visit President
Roosevelt in Washington. None of the official tour cars were used in
the U.S. Films of the visit to
Washington show the couple riding with President Roosevelt in an
open Packard.
The New York World’s Fair was visited next. At the official parade
to the fair they used a 1939 Chrysler Imperial open convertible in a
nice green metallic colour. That car is still in existence, and is beautiful.
It was built as an official
New York World’s fair
vehicle. Most recently it
was in a museum, (as
witnessed by a photo
sent to me by Harry
Mortimer). On their
departure from the fair
a brief film clip shows
them leaving in a very
large open Cadillac, no
whitewalls.
After the stops in the
US, the tour continued
East, visiting the rest of
the provinces and
Newfoundland, which
was not a Canadian
province at the time.
The tour wrapped up in
Halifax where the
couple sailed for home
and the horrible events
of the next six years.
The cars were driven
back to Ottawa and delivered to their respective manufacturers. The
Lincoln ended up in the Henry Ford Museum in Dearborn for a number
of years. It was sold and went through several owners. It is still in
existence and was sold at an RM auction in 2011 for almost $300,000.
The McLaughlin Buicks also still exist. One was used for
Government events until at least the 1940’s, and was eventually
returned to General Motors in Oshawa. It went through a couple of
owners and finally ended up in the Canadian Science and Technology
Museum in Ottawa where it remains to this day. In typically Canadian
fashion the car is not on public display and is sitting in storage due to
“financial concerns”. The car is in a restricted area and may possibly
be seen by appointment only.
The other McLaughlin Buick was sold in 1940 to a private owner
who drove it to British Columbia where it remained with the same
family for many years, and was also used on occasion for official
government functions. The car was sold to its current owner in 1972
and remains in British Columbia. In more recent years it has carried
various members of the Royal Family for special events. This one
has the maroon interior, probably still original..
The 1939 Chrysler has likely disappeared off the face of the earth.
No one knows whatever happened to it. In my humble opinion the
Chrysler was the best looking of the royal cars, plus it was the one
used for the Winnipeg leg of the tour. It sure would be wonderful if all
four cars were still around.
If anyone wants to purchase the DVD, the name of it is “The Royal
Visit” and it should still be available from The National Film Board Of
Canada. You should also be able to find it for viewing online at the
following site if it’s not out of date:
https://www.nfb.ca/film/royal_visit
Or just Google National Film Board of Canada The Royal Visit
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1939 ROYAL VISIT

INTERESTING STUFF...
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Mark Your Calendars

Date
May 10 (Sun.)

Event
MCAAC Swap Meet

Location
See this issue for poster

May 14 (Thur.)

MCAAC General Meeting

Headingley C.C. 5353 Portage Ave.

May 18 (Mon)

Victoria Day

Half Moonat Noon, Lockport, MB

May 30 (Sat.)

MCAAC Riverview Show & Shine

June 11 (Thur.)

MCAAC General Meeting

June 13 (Sat.)

8th Annual MCAAC Show & Shine Headingley C.C. 5353 Portage Ave.

Contact

7:00 pm
12:00 noon
1:00-3:00 pm

Headingley C.C. 5353 Portage Ave.
7:00 pm

Plan ahead for this one. Let’s have more than the usual 30 club cars. June 14 Rain Date

June 19 (Fri.)

Waverley & Rosewood Show & Shine 857 Wilkes Ave.

June 20 (Sat.)

Golden Links Show & Shine

2280 St. Mary’s Rd

June 21 (Sun.)

Pony Corral on Grant Ave.

MCAAC Featured Club

June 24 (Wed.)

475 Lindenwood Dr. E

Manor Breakfast

July 09 (Thur.)

MCAAC General Meeting

Headingley C.C. 5353 Portage Ave.

July 11 (Sat.)

Big Car Show Half Moon Anniversary Celebration, Lockport, MB

Aug. 01 (Sat.)

Planes, Trains & Automobiles

1:00 - 3:00 pm
10:00 - 12:00 Noon
4:00 - 10:00 pm

9:00 am Breakfast & Show until noon
7:00 pm
2:00 - 5:00 pm

Aug. 08 (Sat.)

Miami MB Car Show

Prairie Dog Station

George Rogers
204-896-0539
Pioneer Museum & RR Station Museum

Register 10:00 am Show runs 11:00 am to 4:00 pm

Aug. 13 (Thur.)

MCAAC General Meeting

Headingley C.C. 5353 Portage Ave.

Aug. 23 (Sun.)

MCAAC Corn Roast at Mavins

Sep. 10 (Thur.)

MCAAC General Meeting

Headingley C.C. 5353 Portage Ave.

Oct. 08 (Thur.)

MCAAC General Meeting

Headingley C.C. 5353 Portage Ave.

Oct. 17 (Sat.)

MCAAC Annual Fall Banquet

Shrine Temple 1155 Wilkes Ave.

7:00 pm
2:00 pm
7:00 pm
7:00 pm

1950’s Theme

Nov. 08 (Sun.)

MCAAC General Meeting

Headingley C.C. 5353 Portage Ave.

Dec. 13 (Sun.)

MCAAC General Meeting

Headingley C.C. 5353 Portage Ave.

Ray Olson
204-831-8704

2:00 pm
2:00 pm

Boldface activities are exclusive MCAAC events.
Check your MAAC calendar for a comprehensive list of all the events across the Province or, check the MAAC web site at: www.maac.autoclubs.ca

LOOK

FOR

MCAAC

ON FACEBOOK

facebook.com/pages/Manitoba-Classic-and-
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FROM OUR KITCHEN
TO YOURS
SALMON BALL
SUBMITTED BY

ANN HARRIS’S DAUGHTER

Ingredients:
- 2 small tins red salmon
- 8 ounces cream cheese
- 1 tablespoon lemon juice
- 2 teaspoons white horseradish
- 2 teaspoons grated onion
Method:
- Mix all ingredients together, turn into a small bowl, cover
and chill overnight.
- Shape into a ball and roll in a mixture of 1 tablespoon
fresh chopped parsley and ½ cup flaked almonds to coat.
Flatten ball slightly and chill until ready to serve.
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TOUR

PLANES TRAINS & AUTOMOBILES
WITH THE PRAIRIE DOG CENTRAL TO GROSSE ISLE
SATURDAY AUGUST 1, 2015.
TIME 10:00 AM

Once again we’ll join the Prairie Dog Central on its Planes Trains and Automobiles
tour to Grosse Isle.
Meet at the Inkster Junction Station at 10:00 AM. At 11 AM the train will pull out
and we’ll follow their route North along Highway 6 to Grosse Isle. At the Gross Isle
station there will be a craft and bake sale, entertainment, and the opportunity to
tour the train and engine.
Lunch of hot dog, drink and chips will be provided for the driver and a passenger
(tickets to be distributed at the station before departure).
This is always an enjoyable tour. Come along for the ride.
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SIDEMOUNT
AUTOMOTIVE
CLASSIFIED ADS
(OTHER

CLUBS PLEASE COPY)

For Sale:
- 1948 Bentley needs
restoring. Asking
price $4,500.
Contact: Edna 204239-7182 for further
details
• •

Wanted:
- Shop Manual(s) 1985 Ford F150
Contact: Al Holmberg (204) 831-0261 or d4guy@gmail.com
• •
For Sale:
- One full 40 c.f. Argon cylinder. One Smith acetylene torch
complete with 40 c.f tanks and cart.
Contact: Jake at 204-770-5766
• •
Wanted:
- Headlight buckets for 1952 -1954 Ford
Contact: Chuck Ingram, thegoodbeamer1@shaw.ca or
204-661-8380
• •
For Sale:
- Approximately 80 issues of Hemmings Classic Car magazines.
Asking $160 for all of them, or $3 each.
Contact: Bruce MacLean bmaclean@mymts.net or 204-4444012
• •
For Sale:
- 1947 Ford 1 ton Stake
box, V8, 4 speed
transmission. Asking
$1000
Contact: J. Grandmount,
P.O. Box 61 Argyle, MB,
204-461-0113
info@grandmontdesigns.com
• •
For Sale:
- 1925 Dodge Touring,
Completely restored.
Original
leather
upholstery. Original
factory 12 volt system.
Oshawa Blue body
with Black Fenders.
Asking: $19,500 o.b.o.
Contact: Gerry 204-775-6393 or 204-895-9734
• •

For Sale:
- Need a winter project?
1926 Chrysler 2 door
sedan, 4 cylinder
engine. Engine turns
over. Very complete.
Needs restoration.
Contact: Bill 204-2545368 (Other Clubs Please Copy)
• •
For Sale:
- 2004 Chrysler Sebring
Limited 106,000 MILES
U.S. Vehicle Fresh safety
done in June 2014. Asking
$4990
Contact: Phil 204-781-6408 cell or 204-334-0433 home
• •
For Sale:
- 1947 Ford Super Deluxe, 2 door sedan, Rust Free body, 239
flathead V8, Stock 3 speed trans, Factory radio, Electric clock
Custom Chrome wire
wheels, Whitewall tires,
Lowered 2 inches front and
back, Tinted glass all
around, Partial new stock
interior,
Body
off
restoration, Chrome dash
package
New gas tank
Contact: Gary at lambert_1@shaw. or 204-338-9090 for further
information. Serious persons only please.
••
Wanted:
- For a 1947 Chevrolet Stylemaster Original steering column,
with steering box and pitman arm. If you have a similar car I
would appreciate an opportunity to look at yours, as mine
has had a terrible modification. Also need cosmetic parts.
Contact: Doug MacKenzie 204-346-5945 or
murieldoug@gmail.com
••
For Sale:
- 1947 Chrysler New
Yorker restored,
Engine rebuilt in 07
balanced and
blueprinted. Excellent
condition 12,900.00
obo
Contact: Wayne @
204 668 3292 or waynerita@mts.net
••
Wanted:
- For 1953 Meteor
Lower rear door trim.
Contact: Chuck
Ingram 204-661-8380
thegoodbeamer1@shaw.ca
••
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MINUTES OF MCAAC
GENERAL MEETING
RECORDED

BY

BRIAN LADAGE

Headingley
Community Centre
Sunday, April 12, 2015

At 2:00PM, the general meeting was called to order. President Treasurer
Norbert Touchette welcomed Lyle Scrymgeour to the meeting. Otto summarized this month’s financial statement and compared
Lyle owns a 1963 Plymouth Fury and has submitted his application the 1st quarter of 2015 against 2014.
for membership.
Club Projects
There were no omissions or errors reported in March’s meeting Phil Hoffer updated the Members on the magnetic name badges.
minutes. No comment or addition to
He located a supplier who would
make these badges for $5 to $6
business listed in the minutes. A
motion to accept the minutes as
dollars each, for a lot order.
publishing in the SMR was made and
Individual name badges would cost
accepted.
slightly more. Contact Phil if
Correspondence received included
interested and get on his list.
the Totem Times and Brass Lamp
Activities
newsletters. Received bank
Russ Manhard reported on the latest
statements were given to the
side Mount Reporter for coming
Treasurer.
Show and Shines. He also asked the
New business
attending members for suggestions
George Rogers was invited to show
for interesting locations in West and
and speak about his 1954 Ford to
North Kildonan.
the Power Mechanics Class. A full
Social
review of his visit was included in last
Doug McRae spoke again about a 3
Harry Mortimer phone presentation
month’s Side Month Reporter.
to 4 day road trip with stops in
George spoke with the Instructor
Cavalier ND, Fargo N.D, DeSmet
and suggested other members might like to show and talk about S.D., and a museum tour in Iowa. A date has not been set, but
their cars at other schools. For the students it would demonstrate Members could contact Doug or the Executive Committee.
differences in technology and raise interest in a new generation of MAAC
hobbyists. Members can contact George Rogers or the Executive Al provided the 2015 MAAC Events Calendar for distribution to
Board Members.
We are seeking
our members. Al was unable to attend
assistance for someone to manage our
recent MAAC meetings however another
SMR advertisers. Wayne Pruden did this
member was in attendance and briefly
for many years, and is stepping down.
summarized the last month’s meeting. A
Wayne would assist anyone taking on the
committee will be reviewing and
position. Members can contact Wayne
modifying the organizations bylaws. He
or Norbert Touchette. Al Homberg is
also reported that prior to the finalizing
stepping down as our Representative at
of the MAAC events calendar, a
MAAC. We are seeking anyone interested
discussion involving whether multiple
in attending MAAC meetings, and
events falling on the same day should
reporting to the Executive Committee and
be listed in the calendar took place.
General Membership. Members can
Some thought MAAC should only identify
contact Al Homberg or Norbert Touchette
one event, while others suggested such
for more information. George Penner
limitations could hurt the hobby. In the
recently informed the Executive that he
end, it was decided to list all events that
would not be continuing as the
were submitted for inclusion.
Membership Officer after 2015. His
Swap Meet on May 10
New Member Lyle Scrymgeour
replacement would takeover in October
We still have a need for volunteers at the
of 2015 as it is the start of the renewal drive. George would help upcoming Swap Meet. Harry Mortimer is maintaining the schedule
his replacement in managing renewals. Most of the work begins for volunteers. Anyone wishing to help out is asked to contact
in October with the mailing of renewal applications and ends mid- Harry. Flyers and board notices are on the exchange table.
February. Members can contact Norbert Touchette, Ray Olson, or Show and Tell
George Penner.
Harry Mortimer provided a discussion on the growth of the
Wolf Fuhr asked for a great attendance of Member cars at the telephone system in Manitoba from 1878 to the present. He had
Annual MCAAC Show and Shine on June 13. The goal is to have on display several types of home telephones to show how
50 or more member cars on display. Flyers and bulletin board technology changed. More can be seen in the current SMR.
notices are available on the exchange table during the General Comments from the Floor
Meeting.
On April 25 and 26, the Stonewall Toy show will be presented at
Chair Reports
the Stonewall Community Centre for those wishing to attend.
President
Doug McRae asked for volunteers to meet at Jim’s Garage on
Norbert thanked Ray Olson for his support in the previous week April 18th to help apply a new varnish to the club bus.
while Norbert was on vacation. Norbert also commented on last
SMR photo of Dan Shaw’s peddle car and the restoration of the Our next meeting is on THURSDAY MAY 14th 2015 at 7:00 PM
“woody” station wagon by the Metcalfes.
Norbert announced that our General Meeting moves to Thursday At 3:00pm a motion to adjournment was made and seconded.
evenings starting in May.
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