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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
BY

WAYNE PRUDEN

D

ecember, 2012. It was only two
short years ago that I agreed to
serve a stint as the President of the
MCAAC. (I shortened that up to just the
initials because John says he loses his
concentration in the length of our Club’s
full name). There are a number of good
reasons for members to serve as President, not the least of
which is that “someone has to do it”. I have enjoyed my time as
President even though I know I did not get to meet every
member, nor increase the number of our better halves at general
meetings. Each of these items were on my “intend to do list” at
the beginning of my term(s). There were a few things
accomplished, the main one being that the Club continued on
for another two years. Only forty-eight to go until our centennial!!
In my last column I mentioned the value of all the volunteers
needed to keep the club rolling along. In that same vein I will
use my space this month to thank those that met with me at
least twice each month at both the General meetings and the
Executive Committee meetings. They obviously know who they
are but I would like to make sure the rest of our members
remember as well.
Bryne McKay held the position of Vice-President and, as well,
looked after Club projects and headed up the “banquet Team”.
Norm Magnusson looked after our finances (it seems like he
has done this forever). Both Richard Reinke and Eleanor
Brunette were secretaries during my term. This was greatly
appreciated as managing a meeting while keeping track of
minutes is a bit of a challenge. After some great years with El
Hay doing a super job looking after membership we had a bit
of a “blip” but things look better for that department now and
into next year (right George?). Paul Horch has done a yeoman’s
job of looking after and booking the many activities and requests

for Club participation that we take part in each season. Paul (in
spite of Shaw) makes sure that we are all aware of what’s
coming up and where we are supposed to be. If the accolades
get to be too many for Paul he can share some of them with his
“side-kick” Wolf. We know that Jeff Rentz is doing a good job
for the Club because we look forward to, and receive, our Side
Mount Reporter every month. Coffee and donuts, and tea, are
there for each meeting because of Doug McRae, who also is
our “lead hand” with the Club bus. In addition this year Doug
organized the Fall Foliage Tour and provided the music for our
Annual Banquet. Gord Brunette, Mort and their crew, who
manage the MCAAC swap meet each year, the biggest
automotive event in the province! Most of these events were
photographed by Otto So with help from some of our other
club “Shutter-bugs”. Al Holmberg stepped up and volunteered
to be the Club representative at MAAC meetings. Eleanor
Brunette looks after the ‘niceties of making sure we don’t forget
to send out cards to members who experience setbacks of
one kind or another. Jim Drummond who is in charge of
something the Club used to do called “Judging and
Classification.
Always backing me up with sage advice were our Directors
John Ewing, George Rogers and Harry Mortimer, who between
them have about four hundred years of club history and
experience.
Then there were all those “free-lancers” who kicked in to
make being a member of the MCAAC such a great experience;
Marilyn Shultz, Eveline Touchette, Norbert Touchette, Ross and
Kristine Metcalfe, Jack and Yvonne Mavins.
I know some of these people had help from others and I
include them as well in this exit column.
As President I am required, and honoured, to act on behalf of
our entire membership and so, on their behalf, I thank all of
you who have donated your time, effort and expertise to make
the past two years memorable years.

NEXT GENERAL MEETING • Sunday, Dec. 09 @ 2:00 p.m • Headingley Community Centre at 5353 Portage Ave.

EDITOR’S
NOTES
BY JEFF

RENTZ

Well, this month marks another
milestone for MCAAC, the handing over
the torch as it were, Wayne Pruden’s
second consecutive term as president
comes to an end December 31, 2012.
I commend Wayne for a job well done,
the time sure went by fast. I think I can speak on behalf of all of
the membership in thanking you for your dedication and tireless
work ethic in representing MCAAC for the past two years. It
has been greatly appreciated.
••
For those that were not at the November general meeting, we
have started to cull some of the books from the library and making
them available to the members. Take a look around when you
come to the next few meetings, there are some materials that
will be made available to the members at no charge (which will
more than likely be at the side table with the other freebies), and
there will be some materials that will be in a book shelf that
members can buy for $2.00 each or 3 for $5.00.
••
Another reminder to members that the December general
meeting is also the Christmas party, and we will also be voting

on officers for upcoming terms. Please contact Marilynn at
204-444-3022, by December 1st if you are bringing any children.
••
Once again we have some celebrities/movie stars within our
club. Some of Norbert Touchette, Terry Turner and Garth
McCombe’s vehicles are appearing in a movie that was shot in
Manitoba this past fall. Norbert shares some of his experiences
in an article in this month’s SMR. Are you guys gonna be signing
autographs?
••
Some happy news on the Green Hornet car fire, MPI is going
to fix the entire dash wiring. Not sure what happened, but my
adjuster called me and told me they were going to fix the wiring,
that was it, no explanation or anything. Then it was the old
“what is the car worth” questions, which got me thinking that
now they might write it off. I gave her my estimate, and provided
her with values of some other cars and about a one inch pile of
receipts for repairs and waited. I received an email a week
later indicating that it appears the vehicle will be repairable.
WOW, talk about relief. Now I can just worry about getting her
fixed up sooner rather than later. Thanks to everyone who
offered their advice and well wishes, it was greatly appreciated.
••
As this is the last SMR before Christmas and the New Year, on
behalf of Kelly and myself I would like to wish all of you a Merry
Christmas and a safe, healthy and prosperous New Year, God
Bless.
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NORBERT TOUCHETTE

September 2011 I get a phone call from Ian Handford, Buffalo
Production’s picture vehicle coordinator. He is looking for early
thirties vehicles for the filming of the movie MADSHIP to be
filmed in Manitoba during the month of October. At first I was
quite hesitant since October is the month I start preparing my
vehicles for winter storage. Ian and I talked for a while on the

phone then he asked if he could take a quick look at my 34’s to
see if they were even what the production team was looking
for. Later as Ian was taking photo shots of the Ford Roadster,
the 3 Window and the Cabriolet I asked him more details about
the movie. He told me the movie set was in 1934 during the
midst of the depression
and was titled Madship.
Instantly that seemed to
strike some emotion in
me. I then told him that
twenty five years ago
while I was thinking of
buying one of my first 34
Ford 3 Window Coupes
from a farmer in
Saskatchewan
my
mother told me that I
should reconsider for
reasons she wouldn’t
quite say. I told her that
these early Fords were
really sought after these
days and I couldn’t regret
buying one. After more
discussions she told me
that cars of that era, to my
father
especially,
represented times of hardship and depressions and that if I
really wanted and older car I should look at 50’s cars. Obviously
I was too young at the time to understand and got the Coupe
anyway. On a side note, my father actually test drove the 34
Coupe before I did. Going back to the movie, three days later,
Ian called back and said the production would take all 3 1934
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Fords for the movie. I then knew at this point that this would
be an excellent opportunity for me to discover a little bit more
what these hard times were all about.
Filming started off in Selkirk Manitoba with the three 34 Fords
on the street near a bank and pawn shop. I quickly started
getting a feel of what was to come after seeing a few script
actors selling off their goods at the pawn shop just before
walking over to the bank to make partial payments to keep
their homes and farms. The next filming location was in Notre
Dames de Lourdes on a
1920-30s set farm yard.
For twelve days, high
winds and dust in the
middle of nowhere, I was
actually getting a pretty
accurate feeling of how it
could have been in 1934!
As per (www.madship
movie.com) synopsis, the
green 1934 Ford Cabriolet
was selected as the
bankers personal car over
the black 34 3 Window
coupe or the gray-tan
Roadster since
the
producers wanted to use
some green to represent
money travelling through
these
dry
dusty
depressed open fields.
Participating in a movie like this as either a spare or by
providing a picture car is something quite rewarding. I was
quite pleased when a fellow club member appeared on set
with his 1933 Ford Tudor. Terry Turner popped out of his car all
decked out in period correct Police attire. If some of you know

me, you won’t be surprised if I say I tried convincing the
producers to put in a clip of a police car chasing my trusty V8
Ford ! Well, another movie perhaps... Terry Turner executed
his role as a police car driver with perfection and even looked
pretty good. He was one of the nicest police officers I ever met
continued on page 4
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(sorry Denis Robert).
The premiere of the movie was just announced to be in
Whittler, BC November 28- December 2 2012. Madship
was nominated for best Canadian production and will be
featured at the Whittler Film Festival. Since I cannot wait for
the mid 2013 showing in theatres, Eveline and I have made
plans to attend the festival for the premiere at the end of
November. The movie is certainly not a 50s style happy days
but promises to be a must see.
I now understand a little more what mixed feelings my
father may have felt when he witnessed my undefined
attraction to 1934 Fords, nearly thirty years ago. The people
survived and so have the cars !
For more movie info: www.madshipmovie.com
and www.whistlerfilmfestval.com
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INTERESTING STUFF
CHARLES NELSON POGUE
EDITED

FROM ARTICLE AT ALLPAR.COM

WRITTEN BY JIM

BENJAMINSON

For Charles Nelson Pogue, there was something special about
the bright red 1929 Chrysler Imperial roadster sitting on the
Montreal Chrysler dealer’s showroom floor. Pogue, who had just
turned 31 the previous September, had to have
the car. He had just been granted his first patents
on an amazing device for an automobile, a device
that was sure to bring him fame and fortune, so
this car would be fitting tribute to a man of his
stature. A regular 1929 Chrysler Imperial roadster
sold for a pre-Depression $2,895, but this car
carried a semi-custom body by Locke, price tag
unlisted. One of only 67 built, the Locke-bodied
Imperial was a rare sight on the Canadian prairies
— or anywhere else, for that matter.
Upon delivery of the car, Pogue climbed behind the wheel
and headed the big Imperial westward to his home in Winnipeg,
Manitoba. Here the car would spend the remainder of its days
– and would ultimately figure into “The Legend.”
Charles Nelson Pogue – inventor of the Pogue “200-mileper-gallon” carburetor. The “mystery carburetor” supposedly
“bought up by the big oil companies and suppressed” for all
these years. Yes, the
Imperial belonged to
THAT Charles Nelson
Pogue. We do know he
was born somewhere
near the Odanah district of
northwestern Manitoba
September 18, 1897. For
a time, he farmed with his
brother George until a
disastrous fire destroyed
the farm house he shared
with his wife Elsie, after
which the couple moved
to Winnipeg. Where he
was educated remains a
mystery, but after moving
to Winnipeg he began
experimenting
and
inventing. Winnipeg would be where his legend as an inventor
took root.
Pogue’s interest in carburetion, it is claimed, came from an
incident that happened while he was still farming. The story is
told that a can of gasoline had been placed alongside the field
he was working so he could refill the tractor he was using. As
the heat of the day built up, the gas in the can expanded and
eventually exploded. It was then that Pogue developed the

theory that if gasoline could be completely vaporized from its
liquid state, it would burn more efficiently in an internal
combustion engine.
Working out of a shop under the bleachers of the Winnipeg
Ampitheatre owned by his friend (and financial backer) C. J.
Holmes, Pogue designed and built the first Pogue carburetors.
Although no records exist of how many of the original
carburetors were made, local historian Jack
Mavins believes the number to be only five,
three in the Winnipeg shop and two in Toronto.
Regardless, none of the original Pogue
carburetors are known to exist.
Sometime in 1936, Ed Green, a reporter for
the Winnipeg Free Press, wrote about Pogue’s
amazing high-mileage carburetors. It was at this
point in time that all hell broke loose concerning
the Pogue carburetor. While the Green article
was written from a proper interview with Pogue, the story as
picked up by other newspapers and magazines soon took on
a magnitude of their own. Each subsequent story was filled
with wild tales of unheard of mileage. One story related that a
“small V8 coupe” had been driven 1,879 miles from Winnipeg
to Vancouver averaging 130 miles per gallon. Another told of a
Winnipeg car dealer who claimed to have driven a Poguecarbureted coupe 216.8 miles on one gallon of gasoline.

Another reported driving a Pogue-equipped car 26.2 miles on
a pint of gas ... and so the stories flew. Pogue’s Imperial was
not left out of the stories. The car pictured here was claimed to
have been driven from Winnipeg to Vancouver using just 15
gallons of gas.
Deluged with inquiries from prospective investors, Pogue
claimed he had to hire a secretary just to handle the mail and
continued on page 8
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(OTHER

CLUBS PLEASE COPY)

Wanted:
- Wanted to complete my collection: 1912 Winnipeg bicycle
plate; 1917, 1919, 1922, 1927 motorcycle license plate; Undated
Chauffeur’s badges from Manitoba(these were in use from ’08
to ’10); 1910,11,12,15,16 Winnipeg Automobile Club (later
Manitoba Motor League) Annual Motor League Guide Books;
Manitoba Motor League Buffalos with year discs
1931,32,34,36,37,39,40. I have lots to trade and will pay top
dollar to finish my runs.
Contact: Ross Metcalfe (204) 831-8165 or moose102@escape.ca
• •

For Sale:
- I have some 1954 brochures
and Auto magazines(1954 &
1956) which we are looking to
sell. They are in excellent
condition. We were hoping to
get between $40 and $50 for
the brochures and $20 for the
magazines but we are open to offers.
Contact: annehernan@gmail.com or (204) 334-2859
• •
For Sale:
- 1951 Studebaker champion,
all original, 4 dr, 6 cyl, over drive,
6 volt, 13,760 original miles.
Mint condition with all
accessories, clock, radio,
telescopic aerial, factory
signals, with all original manuals
and saftied. One of kind, private sale, no GST, Best Offer.
Contact: (204) 339-3269
• •
For Sale:
- Complete collection of A&W root bears and paraphernalia from
1956 to present. Includes Mama, Papa, brother, sister & baby
stuffed toys. Mama & Papa are over 5 ft tall. Also numerous
glasses, ½ gallon & gallon jugs, trays, chubby chickens, back
packs etc. Best offer.
Contact: Morley Golden (204) 339-3269

• •
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Wanted:
- Shop manual for 1953 Ford car. Would like to borrow or
buy. Contact: Chuck Ingram (204) 661-8380
• •
Wanted:
- Needed one rad in good condition for a 1952 Ford ½ ton with
Flat Head V8.
Contact: Gerald at (204) 757-9176
• •
Wanted:
- 1930 Model A coupe windshield
Contact: Risk Strauss, (204) 477-0974, composer@mts.net
• •
For Sale/Wanted:
- Secure indoor vehicle storage. $300.00 per season.
Contact: Doug McRae (204) 771-1229 or email
doug@mcraeequipment.ca
• •
Wanted:
- 59 Ford Galaxie donor car or parts.
Contact: Dave/Ron Alexander, (204) 774-5350
• •
Wanted:
- 47-48 Studebaker champion convertible parts.
Contact: Dave/Ron Alexander, (204) 774-5350
• •
Wanted (Lead):
- 52 Mercury ½ ton parts.
Contact: Gerald (204) 757-9176
• •
Wanted:
- Front Fender & Front doors for 1919 Ford T Touring.
Contact: Bill (204) 461-2042 or (204) 375-6540
• •

IN MEMORIAM

ELDEN ULLBERG
ELDEN IVAR ULLBERG Peacefully on
Wednesday, October 31, 2012, Elden
passed away at Grace Hospital in
Winnipeg. Elden will be dearly missed
by his children, Gary (Gail), Gail,
Keven; grandchildren; numerous
relatives; friends; as well as by sisters
Evelyn, Eileen and Emily; brothers
Eskil, Ernie and Edward. He was predeceased by his beautiful
wife Betty of 52 years of marriage; sister Eunice and brothers
Erven and Earl. On May 19, 1922, Elden was born in Erickson,
MB. He and his brother Eskil served their country in the Second
World War. Elden joined the Queen’s own Cameron Highlanders
2nd Division and Eskil joined the paratroopers. When Elden
returned from overseas he met Betty and married. He worked
many years in the heating and cooling business and was highly
respected in his trade. Elden loved spending time out at the
family homestead and farm in Erickson where he had many
friends and wonderful neighbors. ELDEN ULLBERG A soldier,
A husband, A father, A grandfather, A friend, Elden soldier on.

MCAAC

WISHING YOU
ALL THE BEST
THIS HOLIDAY SEASON

Vol. 53 Issue #12 December 2012 — Sidemount Reporter 7

UPCOMING EVENTS
Date

Mark YourCalendars

Event

Location

Dec. 09 (Sun.)

MCAAC General Meeting
Headingley C.C. 5353 Portage Ave.
Christmas Party (if bringing children please call Marilynn at
(204) 444-3022 with names and ages, by Dec. 1, 2012)

Jan. 13 (Sun.)

MCAAC General Meeting

Headingley C.C. 5353 Portage Ave.

Feb. 10 (Sun.)

MCAAC General Meeting

Headingley C.C. 5353 Portage Ave.

Mar. 10 (Sun.)

MCAAC General Meeting

Headingley C.C. 5353 Portage Ave.

April 14 (Sun.)

MCAAC General Meeting

Headingley C.C. 5353 Portage Ave.

Contact

2:00 pm
2:00 pm
2:00 pm
2:00 pm
2:00 pm

Boldface activities are exclusive MCAAC events.
Check your MAAC calendar for a comprehensive list of all the events across the Province or, check the MAAC web site at: www.maac.autoclubs.ca

INTERESTING STUFF
CHARLES NELSON POGUE
CONTINUED FROM PAGE

5

answer the phone, and his sudden fame did not go unnoticed
by Winnipeg’s criminal element. The August 14, 1936, edition
of the Winnipeg Tribune carried a story and photos of Pogue
and the Imperial taken at the Ampitheatre workshop, where
according to the Tribune, “thieves carried off three models (of
the Pogue carburetor) sometime Wednesday, by breaking in
through the roof.” No record can be found that the thieves
were ever arrested or the carburetors recovered.
During the years following, he only granted two interviews,
one to I. T. Galoney, for the September 1953 issue of Cars
magazine and the other in 1954 to William J. Getty Jr. of the Sun
Oil Company. Galoney wrote that Pogue “denied he ever claimed
the invention offered 200 miles per gallon – or even half that.” The
interview ended when Galoney asked Pogue if he had been
“bought off.” Pogue replied, “No,” and then stated he didn’t
want to talk about it any more.
Despite the wild claims of phenomenal mileage, no official
tests were ever done. Pogue learned to shun the media and
virtually became a recluse. All future articles on Pogue and his
carburetors, although loosely based on Green’s 1936 article, have
resulted in a plethora of misleading articles over the following 70
years. Charles Nelson Pogue spent his last years in what was
described as a secure retirement home in Winnipeg, where he
could remain out of the limelight. Even in death, Pogue shunned
reporters and newspapers. No obituary appeared in the local
papers when he died on February 15, 1986.
Exactly when Pogue disposed of the customized Chrysler
Imperial L-80* roadster is unclear. Over the years, the car changed
hands many times, until it was purchased by its 12th owner,
Robert Rostecki, in 1988. Many area collectors had shunned
the car, because of its bull-nose custom treatment and because
the car was in terrible condition, both mechanically and
structurally. One owner claimed the 112-hp Chrysler couldn’t
keep pace with a 20-hp Ford Model T during a tour. It was at this
point the engine was torn down, revealing burned valves and a
cracked block.
Upon receipt of the car in 1988, Rostecki began searching for
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parts needed to restore the L-80* to its former glory. The Pogue
bull-nose front end had to go, and there was no way to resurrect
the fenders, which had been welded into one unit. After much
searching, a donor car was located in Wisconsin – an L-80* sedan
that had been cut into a truck during the war years. The Wisconsin
car donated its front fenders, thin-line radiator shell, headlamps,
and engine. “Our ’29 roadster had a Pogue carburetor at one
time, this is known for sure,” Rostecki reported, “when we
opened up the engine, we found 36 hairline cracks in the block
– all from being run too hot using Pogue’s carburetors.” Along
with the original Pogue sheet metal, a manifold modified to fit a
Pogue carburetor resides in Rostecki’s garage.
Rostecki’s Imperial L-80* is no trailer queen. When its
restoration was completed in June 1995, with just 18 miles under
its belt, the car was driven to Newport, Rhode Island, to participate
in a cross-country tour, racking up 8,600 trouble-free miles before
it returned to its Winnipeg home. To date the car has been driven
32,000 miles including its annual pilgrimage to Iola this past July.
Rostecki said the Imperial is driven “because, like a horse, the
car has to earn its keep.”
Reflecting on Pogue, Rostecki continued, “It is regrettable that
very little, if any, of Pogue’s records exist, particularly concerning
the results of his experiments, his reasoning, and results. He did
leave his mark in the field of automotive engineering, but he was
a tormented and disappointed man at the end. I am pleased that
we were able to acquire and restore Charles Nelson Pogue’s
1929 Chrysler Imperial to the originality that it had when he left
Montreal with it in late 1928. We are only caretakers as long as
we are able to, we take nothing with us.”
Charles Nelson Pogue went to his grave with many secrets. His
legacy of patents can be found in both the Canadian and U.S.
patent offices and include such diversified items as an
“emergency device for stopping automobiles,” an “oil-refining
device,” highway “route indicators,” “road-leveling
equipment,” and even an “aeroplane.”
Although no longer equipped with a Pogue carburetor, Charles
Nelson Pogue’s Imperial L-80* serves as a reminder and tribute
to the man who bought it new – and to Bob Rostecki, who
undertook an 8-year “labor of love” to bring the car back to its
former glory.

R
SM

FROM OUR KITCHEN
TO YOURS
SOUR CREAM NOODLE BAKE
SUBMITTED BY

DOROTHY STROPPA

Ingredients:
- 2 cups uncooked macaroni or noodles
- 1 pound ground beef
- Salt and pepper to taste
- 1 garlic clove or 1/4 teaspoon garlic powder
- ¼ cup chopped onion
- 8 oz. tin tomato sauce
- 1 cup dry cottage cheese
- 1 cup sour cream
- 1 cup shredded cheddar cheese
Method:
- Cook noodles.
- Brown ground beef; add salt, pepper, garlic and tomato sauce.
- Combine cottage cheese, sour cream, onions and noodles.

- Spread ¼ of the macaroni mixture in a 2 quart casserole dish.
- Add layer of meat mixture.
- Repeat layers and top with shredded cheese.
- Bake at 350 degrees for 30 minutes or until cheese melts.

SPOTTED....
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12 DAYS OF CHRISTMAS FOR THE CLASSIC CAR GUY
WORDS BY JEFF

RENTZ

On the first day of Christmas my true love gave to me an air freshener shaped like a tree
On the second day of Christmas my true love gave to me 2 fog lights and an air freshener shaped like a tree
On third day of Christmas my true love gave to me a three speed tranny, 2 fog lights and an air freshener shaped
like a tree
On the fourth day of Christmas my true love gave to me four classic white walls, a three speed tranny, 2 fog lights
and an air freshener shaped like a tree
On the fifth day of Christmas my true love gave to me five quarts of oil, four classic white walls, a three speed
tranny, 2 fog lights and an air freshener shaped like a tree
On the sixth day of Christmas my true love gave to me six lug nuts, five quarts of oil, four classic white walls, a
three speed tranny, 2 fog lights and an air freshener shaped like a tree
On the seventh day of Christmas my true love gave to me seven light bulbs, six lug nuts, five quarts of oil, four
classic white walls, a three speed tranny, 2 fog lights and an air freshener shaped like a tree
On the eighth day of Christmas my true love gave to me an eight cylinder engine, seven light bulbs, six lug nuts,
five quarts of oil, four classic white walls, a three speed tranny, 2 fog lights and an air freshener shaped like a tree
On the ninth day of Christmas my true love gave to me nine screwdrivers, an eight cylinder engine, seven light
bulbs, six lug nuts, five quarts of oil, four classic white walls, a three speed tranny, 2 fog lights and an air freshener
shaped like a tree
On the tenth day of Christmas my true love gave to me ten spark plugs, nine screwdrivers, an eight cylinder engine,
seven light bulbs, six lug nuts, five quarts of oil, four classic white walls, a three speed tranny, 2 fog lights and an
air freshener shaped like a tree
On the eleventh day of Christmas my true love gave to me eleven crescent wrenches, ten spark plugs, nine
screwdrivers, an eight cylinder engine, seven light bulbs, six lug nuts, five quarts of oil, four classic white walls, a
three speed tranny, 2 fog lights and an air freshener shaped like a tree
On the twelfth day of Christmas my true love gave to me twelve bottles of beer, eleven crescent wrenches, ten spark
plugs, nine screwdrivers, an eight cylinder engine, seven lights bulbs, six lug nuts, five quarts of oil, four classic
white walls, a three speed tranny, 2 fog lights and an air freshener shaped like a tree.
Merry Christmas to all and to all a good drive...
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AROUND

THE

CLUB...

THE PRESIDENT’S TROPHY
WORDS

&

PHOTOS BY

HARRY MORTIMER

Article 8 of the MCAAC by-laws states that ‘The President’s
trophy may be awarded annually by the President, to the club
member of the year for outstanding contributions to the club.’
The worthy recipient for 2012 was Doug McRae.
The ‘Trophy’ took on a new look this year. It is a 1/18th scale
model of the Club bus. This all started when Bryne McKay
asked if I would make a model of the bus. He thought this
would be a good item of interest for the banquet. I have made
small wood vehicles for table centre pieces for the Spring Fling
which seemed to be a hit with members.

Some asembly required
proportions and style as the originals. Mabel’s wheels are
scratch built and are comprised of 11 pieces each including
oak spokes, metal rims and rubber tires.
Henry Ford despised waste and the shavings from making

Mabel Side View
My first response was ‘no’ as there are no patterns in any
book to which to refer. Making patterns to produce the bus
would be time consuming and not something I wanted to spend
time on during the summer. After a couple days I thought ‘How
tough can this be?’ the bus is square and only has four wheels.
The challenge was on and the meeting minutes did state that I
was ‘commissioned’ to make this bus.
Jack Mavins provided a copy of the scaled drawings of the

Wheels
full size bus drawn up by John Blanchette who was a draftsman
by trade. Then came some camera and tape measure work.
Many hours were spent on the R& D for the patterns but the
model started to take shape on paper. It was named ‘Mabel’
after George’s daughter who was the driver. Mabel Davis was
the first female commercial bus driver in Canada. Oak was
chosen as the material of choice to match that of the original
bus.
The correct designation for the bus is a Depot Hack as they
transported passengers and luggage to and from train depots.
George’s hack transported passengers from the street car line
on Main Street to the locks at Lockport where he rented boats.
Wheels are always the key factor in the looks of a vehicle
whether it be full size or scale model. They must be in the correct

Taking Shape
Model T wheels were used to make hardwood briquettes. Henry
and a relative, E.G. Kingsford, started producing briquettes
under the name of Ford Charcoal. E.G. bought the rights and
the name was changed to Kingsford. That business is still going
today and produces 1 million pounds of briquettes annually.
It was decided that Mabel would be used as an annual award.
The name of the recipient would be inscribed on a plaque and
he or she would keep it until the next President’s Trophy was
awarded.
This was all well and good but it left Bryne without a scale
model for the banquet. That didn’t seem fair so I made a second
bus. It did not have the same detailing: no metal suspension,
no seat cushions and no rubber tires. They look like sisters
and her name is ‘Jane’, plain Jane.

Sisters on a
Picnic Table
Question: How many parts did it take to complete Mabel?
Answer: 187
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MINUTES OF MCAAC
GENERAL MEETING
RECORDED

BY

RICHARD REINKE

1.President Wayne Pruden called the meeting to order at 2:05
p.m.
2. Minutes of the previous meeting (October 11, 2012)
Motion to adopt was made, seconded, and carried.
3. Business arising out of the minutes; none
4. Unfinished Business;
-Fall highway clean-up; the Club has received a letter from
Steve Ashton, Minister of Highways, thanking the Club for our
efforts on McGillvray Blvd.
-Banquet Comments; very favorable from the floor.
-Library; the sort and cull has begun, and after this meeting
members will have the opportunity to pick from the “free’ table,
or purchase at $2.00 per book from the display library.
5. New Business;
- Bryne reported that the slate is full for 2013’s positions, all
positions have a nominee.
6. Correspondence;
The club has received news letters from:
Totem Times, B.C.
Central Alberta Vintage Auto Club
Copies are available to members.
7. Chair Reports;
- President’s Report; the Executive Committee met this
morning after which we began the Library sort and cull. Refer
to comments under Unfinished Business.
-Treasurer’s Report; Norm reported that the Club currently
has a bank balance of $12,900.00.
-Membership Report; George reported that 53 members have
already paid up for 2013.
- Club Projects; Bryne reported as follows:
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Headingley
Community Centre
Sunday, November 11, 2012

- Grille badges are in and available to those who had
preordered at $30.00 each. There is a small stock available at
the same price, first come/first served. Next order will sell at
$33.00 each. Sign-up sheet is available.
-Will be placing an order for Denim Long Sleeved Shirts,
selling at $32.00 each. They will be available in blue and black
(talls not available).
-There is an assortment of free material available on the table.
-50/50 draw & name badge draws today will be: 50% of the
money, 50th anniversary shirt, price book, catalogue, DVD, &
50th decals.
-Side Mount Reporter; Jeff advised that the deadline for
submissions is the 18th.
- Advertising; Wayne will be following up with the one
outstanding advertiser (Southside Auto).
-Comments from the floor; Thanks to the organizers of the
annual banquet, good job!
8. The meeting adjourned at 2:36 p.m.

BACK

BY

POPULAR DEMAND

1st order of Grill Badges sold out at $30 each.
If you pre-order on the 2nd order cost is $30,
balance of order (inventory) will be sold for $33.
(Bryne McKay 204 269-5037 or brynemckay@mts.net)

