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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
BY JOHN

EWING

I

don’t know about the rest of you all,
but I’m ready to get the summer cars
out.
To many of you that may seem a little
wimpy as several members have had their
car (or truck in the case of Paul Horch) out
already. Yes, the frost bite tour on the 1st of
January was a rousing success. You will
be able to read all about the dedication of
guys like Dean Weiten and Norm Sparks,
who labored long hours to get the vehicles ready, getting the
vehicles to the event, but mother nature was going to win out
that day and sent them back to the garage, without lunch.
Their stories will be told in another segment in the event writeup.
Now to the job at hand. To perform the duties of the president
in this the 50th year is a great honour. I look back at all the great
people who built this club through the years by their work on
all the committees, executives and the event organizers and
volunteers. To scratch the surface, just take a look at the inside
front page of your roster. There you will see the Charter
members, and the list of esteemed honourary / life members.
They are listed because of their place in time, and their

contributions over the years. The other list is that of the
Presidents over the years. This is such an impressive list of
people from an array of backgrounds. They reflect the nature
of the club itself, of car people all with a common interest in the
‘preservation, restoration and admiration of all vehicles’ … and
in ‘the encouragement of this interest, and the showing of
vehicles in tours and displays.’
To our purpose, there will be no better year than the present.
And speaking of showing vehicles, the 50th committee, with
the Dycks and the Wilsons taking the lead, countless hours
have been spend researching the club bus and its esteemed
female driver ( both in the day, and today) and creating a club
display that promises to be a great public show of what his
club is about and its history. Yes, many of us belong to other
clubs, but there is something special about the MCAAC.
So next up is the reunion on the 27th of February. Lets
celebrate the club and bring all the great stories to tell. Stories
like Mr. Horch told irreverently of our old friend John Blanchette
who passed away this past month, something about being the
only guy he knew with mushrooms growing out of his car’s
headliner. So, come out, and share your old stories and
remember, we’re here for a good time, not a long time. So have
a good time, the sun can’t shine every day.

NEXT GENERAL MEETING • Sunday, Feb 14 @ 2:00 p.m • Headingley Community Centre at 5353 Portage Ave.

EDITOR’S
NOTES
BY

BRYNE MCKAY

I assume you have February 27 th
already marked on your calendars,
our 50 th Anniversary Reunion
Evening. This is a vintage costume
optional event. For more information check the notice in this
issue of the Side Mount Reporter. George Rogers would like to
remind everyone that vintage clothing is available at Vintage Glory,
88 Albert St., and at Ragpickers, 216 McDermot where costumes
may also be rented.
President, John Ewing informed me that the meeting dates for
2010 have been confirmed and are as follows;
-February, March, April, May, November and December will
be as usual at 2pm on the second Sunday of the month,
-June, July, August, September and October meetings are
moved to second Thursday of the month at 7pm. This allows
members to attend the numerous car shows held on Sundays
during the summer.
Bill Shestopalka sent in an interesting link to the Miniature
Wunderland model railroad in Hamburg, Germany which is the
largest in the world, covering 16,146 square feet of space with
more than 10,000 train cars running around its 6.8 miles of HO
scale track. It has taken in excess of 500,000 working hours to
build and is Germany’s most popular attraction, already visited
by more than 5 million flabbergasted tourists. Goggle ‘you tube
miniature wunderland’.
This has been an interesting month producing the Side Mount.
Since I left on vacation before receiving the January hard copies
John Ewing picked them up and got them to the Post Office.
This month I have put the material together well vacationing in
Texas. Now John Ewing has gone on vacation and the Derek
Thille family has volunteered to stuff the hard copies into envelopes
and deliver them to the Post Office. During all of this our publisher,
Rick Penko who lives in Dallas has been to New York, California
& London and still doing his part. Technology is Great!

ANNOUNCEMENTS
BY

ELEANOR BRUNETTE

Our get well wishes go out to Ron Cunningham who was in
hospital in the early weeks of December, we wish you a speedy
and complete recovery Ron and we hope to see you at the
2010 Reunion in February. Take care.
On a sad note, our condolences go out to the family
and friends of long time member John Blanchette, who
passed away in hospital on January 9th. Our thoughts
are especially with Joyce at this time.

SPOTTED....
BOSS BLOWER

With electric start, electric block heater, antifreeze, heater and eight
cylinders, you’ll never get bored with the job as the 454 cubic inch big
block Chevrolet V8 produces 412 horsepower, 430 foot pounds of
torque and can throw snow 50 feet at just 3500 rpm.
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Past President - Jim Drummond

489-8315
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Secretary - Vacant

ANTIQUE AUTO CLUB
Web site - www.mcaac.mb.ca

DIRECTORS
George Rogers
Ross Metcalfe
Denis Robert

896-0539
831-8165
878-2474

VOLUNTEER OFFICERS
Bus - Dean Weiten

888-1334

Email Notices - John Ewing

896-0561

ewing@shaw.ca

Treasurer - Norman Magnusson

284-4522

Activities - Wolf Fuhr
Paul Horch

224-3152
586-2265

Manitoba Association of Auto Clubs (MAAC) Wolf Fuhr

224-3152

Membership - Ellsworth Hay

837-8161

Cards & Recipes - Eleanor Brunette

222-2298

Club Projects - Bryne McKay

269-5037

The Side Mount Reporter is published monthly by the
MCAAC in Winnipeg, Manitoba. It is distributed free by email
and/or Canada Post to all members. All articles appearing
in the publication express the individual opinions of the
writers and are not necessarily those of the MCAAC. All
items are subject to editing for both space and content. All
information to appear in the Side Mount Reporter must be
received no later than the Wednesday following the general
meeting of the current month. It can be submitted by email
or hard copy. All clubs are welcome to copy original articles
including classified ads. Please provide appropriate credits.
All prices quoted are at the discretion of those advertising
in the Side Mount Reporter and the editor accepts no
responsibility for the condition, availability or the value of
the goods offered for sale. All articles appearing must relate
to the hobby at large.

6 Windermere Bay, WPG, MB R3T 1B2

912 Vimy Rd. WPG, MB R2Y 0T6

58 Kendale Dr. WPG, MB R3T 5M4

Social - Vacant
Judging & Class. - Jim Drummond

489-8315

305 Carpathia Rd. WPG, MB R3N 1T2

APPOINTED OFFICERS
Editor - Bryne McKay
58 Kendale Dr., WPG, MB R3T 5M4
brynemckay@mts.net

269-5037
Fax: 261-5546

Librarian - Otto So

227-3377

Appraisals - Gary Lambert

338-9090

Swap Meet - Gord Brunette

222-2298

Advertising - Wayne Pruden

757-2949

51 Blackthorne Bay, WPG, MB R2V 4N2
90 Allenby Cres., WPG, MB R2C 3J2

12 Mirey Creek Dr., LOCKPORT, MB R1A 2S5

External Publicity - Vacant

Membership Fee
Reminder
Just a friendly reminder that Memberships were due as of January 1st.
In order to receive the Side Mount Reporter after February and to
make the roster you have to be paid up by February 14th. Also, if you
do not require the Side Mount Reporter in hard copy please indicate
‘Email Only’ on your renewal.

Labels & Roster - Ellsworth Hay

837-8161

Mission Statement: The Manitoba Classic and Antique
Auto Club is organized as a non-profit, non sectarian, limited
liability organization. Its’ purpose is the preservation,
restoration and admiration of all vehicles twenty five years
of age and older, the encouragement of this interest, and
the showing of vehicles in tours and displays.
The Manitoba Classic and Antique Auto Club (MCAAC)
Roster is not to be used without the expressed written
permission of the MCAAC Executive.
• • •
Sidemount Reporter Yearly Advertising Rates

Business card size
1/4 page
1/2 page

$ 80.00
$150.00
$275.00

Note that MCAAC members get free Parts Wanted/For
Sale ads. For further information on corporate advertising,
please contact Wayne Pruden @ 757-2949. Members’
classified ads may be forwarded to the Sidemount Editor.
Canada Post, Publications Mail Agreement #40619573
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INSIDE STORY
SUBMITTED BY

BOB HENRY

DRIVING THE MODEL T
Editor’s comment; This article was taken from “The Clunker” (newsletter
of the Southern Alberta Antique and Classic Automobile Club).
Model T controls
Right foot pedal = brake
Centre foot pedal = reverse
Left foot pedal = clutch
Hand lever thrown forward engages high speed, pulled all the way
back operates the emergency brakes. The lever is in neutral when almost
vertical and the clutch is in the released condition. With the hand lever
thrown forward in high speed, a light pressure on the “left” (clutch) pedal
releases the clutch, while a full pressure on the pedal throws in the slow
speed; by gradually releasing the pedal, it will come back through neutral
into high speed.
Before Starting the Car
1) See that the hand lever is in a vertical position, the clutch thereby
being disengaged and emergency brake set.
2) Turn on the key switch.
3) Place the spark lever (left) at the third or forth
notch of the quadrant or whatever the best results
are obtained.
4) Open the throttle about 5 or 6 notches and
prime the carburetor if the engine requires it.
5) Push the starter button a while to prime the
carb — usually 5 or 6 turns.
To Start the Machine (in motion)
Slightly accelerate the engine by opening the
throttle, place the foot on the clutch pedal, and
thereby hold the gears in neutral while throwing
the hand lever forward; then to start the car in
motion, press the pedal forward into slow speed
and when under sufficient headway (20-30ft)
allow the pedal to drop back slowly into high speed, at the same time
partially closing the throttle, which will allow the engine to pick up the
load easily. With a little practice, the change of speeds will be easily
accomplished, and without any appreciable effect on the smooth running
of the machine.
To Reverse the Car
It must be brought to a dead stop. With the engine running, disengage
the clutch with the hand lever and press the reverse pedal forward with
the left foot, the right foot being free to use on the brake pedal if needed.
To Stop the Car
Partly close the throttle, release the high speed by pressing the clutch
pedal forward into neutral; apply the foot brake slowly but firmly until the
car comes to a dead stop. Do not release foot from clutch pedal, without
first pulling the hand level back to neutral position.
To Stop the Motor
Open the throttle a little bit to accelerate the motor and then throw off the
switch. The engine will stop with the cylinders full of explosive gas, which
will naturally facilitate starting.
When Driving the Car
The spark should be advanced as the speed increases until the engine
reaches the highest point of efficiency. (When the spark lever is up at the
top of the quadrant, the spark is retarded.) If the spark is advanced too
far, a dull knock will he heard in the motor, due to the fact the explosion
occurs before the piston has completed its compression stroke. The
spark should only be retarded when the engine slows down on a heavy
load or steep grade, but care must be exercised not to retard the spark
to such an extent that over-heating will result. The greatest economy in
gasoline consumption is obtained by driving with the spark advanced
sufficiently to obtain the maximum speed. The varying speeds required
to meet road conditions should be obtained by using the throttle, and
with the wide range of flexibility which the Model T possesses, there is
very little occasion for releasing the high speed clutch or resorting to low
gear under ordinary conditions.
Carburetion
As the symptoms of carburetion and ignition “troubles” are practically
the same, we give below some of the principal difficulties and their causes.
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Misfiring or Loss of Power:
May be caused by dirt or water in the carburetor, obstructed feed pipe,
clogged spraying nozzle, bent or grooved adjusting needle, mixture too
lean or too rich, fuel logged float, or a poor grade of gasoline.
A Rich Mixture:
Will not only quickly foul up the cylinders, pistons and valves with soot,
but will tend to overheat the cylinders, and is likewise wasteful of fuel. It
will often choke the engine and cause the misfiring at slow speeds,
although at high speeds the machine
will run perfectly. The mixture should be kept as lean as possible and at
the same time obtain the full power of the motor.
A Weak Mixture:
Will often result in backfiring through the carburetor, the reason that the
gas burns slowly in the cylinder, and is still burning when the inlet valve
opens again, which causes the gas in the intake pipe to ignite.
The Usual Method of Regulating the Carburetor:
Is starting the engine, advancing the throttle level to about the 6th notch
with the spark retarded (left lever up). The flow of gasoline should now
be cut off by screwing down the needle valve until the engine begins to
misfire; then gradually increase the gasoline feed
by opening the needle valve until the motor picks
up and reaches its highest speed, and until no
trace of black smoke comes from the exhaust.
Having determined the point where the motor
runs at its maximum speed, the needle valve
binding screw should be tightened to prevent the
adjustment being disturbed.
A cork float which has become fuel soaked should
be removed and thoroughly dried out, then given
a couple of coats of marine shellac varnish to
make it fuel proof . If the float is adjusted too low,
starting will be difficult; if too high, it will cause the
carburetor to flood or leak. The spraying nozzle
having a very small opening, a minute particle of
grit or other foreign matter will clog up the orifice, and as a result the
motor will begin to misfire and slow down as soon as it has attained any
considerable speed. This is accounted by the fact that at high speeds
the increased suction will draw the particles of dust etc. into the nozzle,
whereas with the reduced suction at slow speeds the obstruction will fall
away from the nozzle. In any case, if the valve seat is rough, it should be
ground by applying a little pumice or fine emery and oil to the seat, and
rotating the needle valve until both are smooth and bright. The needle
which has been grooved by the valve seat may be smoothed off by the
use of a fine file. Install a fuel filter (5/16" pipe) in-line to the carburetor.
Overheating:
Running on an open throttle and retarded spark — usually resulting in a
red-hot exhaust pipe — will cause the motor to heat, while an advanced
spark will not only save gasoline, but cut down heat.
Too Rich a Gas Mixture:
Will be indicated by black smoke coming form the exhaust. This condition
may be due to the carburetor float being adjusted too high, or the gasoline
valve not seating properly. A clogged motor will also cause the engine to
overheat.
How to Drive a Model T (more simplified way)
Make sure gas is turned on, set the emergency brake and push the
spark lever (left lever) all the way up. Close the carb adjustment fully,
then open it 1 1/2 turns. Pull down the gas lever (right lever) about 10
notches. Now pull out the choke and start the car with the starter. Once
it starts, pull the spark lever down about 1/3 and as it begins to warm up,
turn the carb adjustment in until it smoothes out. This will be about 1 turn
from closed. Press your foot on the left pedal about one half way down.
You should be in neutral but the car will creep forward unless you push
your right foot on the right pedal (brake). Slowly press down on the left
pedal while increasing the throttle by pulling on the gas lever downwards.
Once you get moving pretty good take your foot off the left pedal, and
the car will shift to high. To stop the car: push the gas lever up, press the
left pedal one half way down and the brake simultaneously. For reverse:
press the left pedal one half way down, and the centre pedal all the way
down. In a panic, to stop the car: push the gas lever all the way up and
press any two pedals to the floor.
Happy T-ing, Bob

SIDEMOUNT
AUTOMOTIVE
CLASSIFIED ADS
(OTHER

For Sale (Lead):
- 1939 Oldsmobile 4dr, 230 Six cyl, RARE auto trans (w clutch
pedal), power brakes, Black, owned since 1945, in original cond.
Located in Selkirk, Mb. Valued at $40,000 but open to offers.

CLUBS PLEASE COPY)

For Sale:
- 1960 Morris Minor 1000 2 door salon (restoration project). Most
original parts included with some extra parts. One cylinder is
seized, needs a back window but have spare back side windows.
Would like to move it before the snow falls otherwise will require
outdoor storage. Asking $1,495 OBO
Contact: Gerald Barnard at (204) 482-4246
• • •

Contact: Morris Ficzycz at (204) 261-7995 or mficzycz@shaw.ca
• • •

Wanted:
- Two good used tires for a Ford Model T, # 4. 40. 4. 50 21
Contact: Pete Hiebert in Winnipeg at (204) 488-8949
• • •

For Sale:
- 1960 CANADIAN Pontiac Laurentian 4dr. sedan ,P.B., P.S., A.T.,
76-amp. alt., in dash A.M./F.M. Radio with CD player, 5 new tires,
body work in 2000, complete painting in 2004 (Robin Egg Blue),
, complete re-upholstery in 2005,complete engine overhaul in
2006. Owned this car since 2000.It is a reliable car and will take
you anywhere. A RARE find! $19,900.

For Sale (Lead):
- 1966 Comet Caliente Convertible with 289 V8 & auto trans in
restorable condition. Was running when parked in 1993. All parts
are here although I started disassembling to restore and lost
interest. I also have a spare, same model hardtop for parts that
had the right side damaged in an accident. $3000.

Contact: Noel Roy at (204) 254-4788 or rokat@shaw.ca
• • •
For Sale:
- 1980 Oldsmobile 98 Regency 4dr, V8, Auto, loaded, new w/w
tires, new battery (warranty from Oct5/09), new exhaust and brake
system., 4 new studded tires, 267,183 Kms, one owner for 25
years, stored since 2007. $10,000 spent on interior/exterior
restoration. 25 year service history available from Glenwood
Motors. Can view at 91 Attache Dr West Kildonan. $2500 OBO.

Contact: Morley Golden at (204) 339-3269 or Richard at (204)
334-4466
• • •
For Sale (Lead):
- 4, late ‘40’s early ‘50’s Chev 1/2 tons, 1 each: ’50 Chev 4 door,
’52 Pontiac 2 door, ’53 Buick 4 door, 2-’57 Chev 4 door, ’63 Dodge
440, 4 door, ’63 Buick 4 door, ’63 Chev 4 door, ’64 Pontiac 4 door,
’67 GMC 1/2 ton, ’68 Chrysler 2 door, ’69 GMC 1/2 ton, ’70 Chev
Wagon, ’74 Int’l 1600 Load Star, ’74 GMC 1/2 ton 454 auto, ’75
Mercedes 4 door, ’80 GMC 1/2 ton. Farm vehicles in various
condition.
Contact: Barry in Rossburn Mb. at (204) 859-2027 or cell (204)
773-6641
• • •

Contact Larry Klapprat at (204) 866-2892 evenings or (204) 2955951 days.
• • •
Wanted:
- ANY parts for 1948 Monarch coupe. Need stainless trim, hood
hinges, complete column shift assembly (probably same as Ford).
ANY parts for the car. What do you have?
Contact: Ron Alexander at (204) 774-5350.
• • •
Wanted:
- All Manitoba Motor League and Winnipeg Auto Club stuff prior
to 1956. ALSO will pay big dollars for early Harley and Indian
motorcycle engines.
Contact: Ross Metcalfe at (204) 831-8165 or
moose102@escape.ca
• • •
For Sale (Lead):
- 1928 Ford complete rolling
chassis with all suspension in
working order. Complete with
engine, trans, rear end,
steering column and wheel.
This chassis is in good condition, with good working brakes.
Engine runs. As far as I understand the engine was rebuilt a few
years ago.
Contact: Mick Delisle in Winnipeg at mick.delisle@gmail.com
• • •
continued on page 10
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THE CLUB...
KNOW YOUR PRESIDENT

BRYNE MCKAY

Mckay: Can you remember the first car you drove?
Ewing: I think it was my 38 Buick in the back yard, and mom’s 65 Plymouth
for my License. But I have a memory of driving a Model A parts car, in the
back yard very early on. It was actually an A with a pickup truck box of the
correct vintage. Dad bought that A for the
wheels. It had later model Ford wire wheels, I
think they were 16 inch, and he painted them
bright yellow, for a bit of pizzazz on the
Cabriolet. I think there was a lot of howling
heard from the Model A purists of that time.
Guys like Paul Horch should remember those
wheels….I think I got a bit of that streak from
him in me.

Mckay: John, when did you join MCAAC and was there any particular
reason you joined the club?
Ewing: I was originally a family member under
Dad’s membership, starting somewhere back
in 1968 or thereabouts. I actually dredged up
an old letter from MCAAC returning my first
years dues that apparently someone insisted
I pay because I drove my own car, the 1938
Buick (being a poor high school student, not
withstanding). So when I first became a paid
member is a bit of a mystery. I left Manitoba to
make my fortune in AB and SK, only to return
to MB in 1989 with an older 1938 Buick and
John & his 1938 when ‘New’ (circa 1967)
no fortune. It was then I ‘rejoined’

Mckay: Can you remember the first car you
owned?
Ewing: 38 Buick

Mckay: What positions have you held in the Club.
Mckay: I know you are married, do you have any children?
Ewing: What are you… my straight man? Ok, President in 1999 and Ewing: One son and he is blessed with his mother’s smarts and my good
again in 2000, then membership chairman 2
looks.
years, a couple of years as the social chair,
SMR editor from Dec 1999 to the start of the
Mckay: John, does your wife Carol share your
service by Mr. McKay (I think somewhere in
interest in cars?
2004), VP last year, and finally as email notice
Ewing: Likes the drives/tours, the events and
guy since the start of the internet engagement
the people. Oh and she also likes fast, sporty
about 10 years ago. I feel a little like Al Gore in
cars as she drives a 98 Firebird Formula. The
that at my first meeting as President in 1999, I
bag boys at Safeway’s pick up cue rarely miss
started the club along the path on to the web.
a second look at the car, as she picks up the
In fact we were ahead of many of the local
groceries.
clubs in that regard.
John’s Dad’s cabriolet with the infamous yellow wheels
Mckay: What other hobbies or interests do
Mckay: Do you belong to any other Automobile clubs?
you have?
Ewing: I am a member of the Buick Club of America, and recently joined Ewing: I guess I am a collector of things related to cars.
the ALPCA under dad’s old member #. I was
a member of the Edmonton Antique Auto
Mckay: Do you have any goals or objectives
Club and later the Regina Antique Auto Club.
for this year as President?
They did some interesting things for activities
Ewing: Enjoy the events and work with the
that I would like to see us do. We have
executive to build membership levels and to
momentos from the Edmonton club for best
promote the club out in the community. We
era costume, with the 38 Buick, and a 1st place
have associations with MAAC and NAACC
in a funkana event ( coasting to a stop to a
who act as our hobby watchdogs but we also
mark with the driver blind folded. Carol told
need to let them know our issues specific to
John & his 1938 Buick at the 1990 MCAAC Judge Meet
me when to cut the engine and coast to a
our club member interests to make them
stop and I can still hear the crowd roar as I found out later I stopped within effective. I will encourage members to voice their opinions at our general
an inch of the mark.
meetings. I also like the great work that Jim Drummond did last year
bringing suppliers and vendors in for tech talks. I’d like to see that continue.
Mckay: What club car(s) do you own?
Ewing: I feel like our newest member who said, you won’t be talking to Mckay: Do you have any thoughts as to where our Club may be, in say 5
my wife will you? I have the 1938 Buick my first car, 1947 Buick my first years down the road and what it will require?
full restoration, dad’s 1958 Pontiac all original car and his 1967 Coronet Ewing: ok, all our cars will be 5 years older, …I hope by then the leaded
bought new in 1967. I also have a 2002 TransAm, the last year. Not a club fuel, the ethanol added fuels and the ZDDP debate will be done. I hope
car but I love driving it just the same.
we have collector car license plates! And of course fair insurance rates to
accompany these plates… time will tell. And the club will be 400 members
Mckay: How long have you owned the 38
strong and the 1990 Ford Taurus will officially be a club car! What will it
Ewing: the 38 was my first car, got it at the age of 15.
take to be 400 members strong? Members remembering that this is a
hobby, enjoy the time together with family, friends and old cars, and
Mckay: When do you plan on getting all the cars back on the road?
welcome new members.
Ewing: As soon as spring arrives. I usually start pacing the floor about
now…
Mckay: Last year we celebrated our 49th year as a club. What are your
thoughts on this year, our 50th Anniversary?
Mckay: How much of the restoration work do you do yourself?
Ewing: There is a surge in memberships this year, and that is in large part
Ewing I do most everything except machine work, final engine assembly due to the efforts of our special 50th committee and members at large
( leave that to the experts) and final colour on the body. The hobby has who are out there promoting all the good things about being a member.
allowed me to do upholstery, convertible top installation, metal work, I think our biggest challenge will be to make the new members welcome
instrument repairs, chassis work, brakes, virtually everything a backyard and to sustain this level of membership through renewals and new
mechanic can do.
membership additions beyond this year.
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FROST BITE TOUR 2010
WORDS BY PAUL HORCH
PHOTOS BY OTTO SO, WILLY
WILLIAMSON &BRYNE MCKAY
January 1, 2010 dawned bright and sunny with an 8AM
temperature of -34C and a wind chill of -46C. A typical Jan 1 day
in Winnipeg. Several (fool) hardy members of the MCAAC decided
to start the year right by bringing out their old cars. Being that
most of the OLD cars are 6 volt systems, some members had to
take special measures to make sure the old beasts would actually

Al Holmberg hard at work preparing
the 50th Anniversary DVD

Otto So busy taking pictures as usual

we met at the Legislative Buildings at 11 AM the outside
temperature had soared to a balmy -28C with a wind chill of only
-38C. George and Nancy Rogers who did a great job organizing
the Frostbite Tour this year showed up in their 1940 Pontiac. George
had fashioned an innovative frost shield for the windshield which

Your Editor warming up the 1966 Wildcat for the Tour

start. Norm Sparks has the luxury of a heated garage for his 1931
Packard, so starting it was not a problem.......just wait. Norm had
also rebuilt an original style heater for the car, which w as out on
the first Frostbite Tour in 1985 with NO heater and his wife Lillian
doing windshield scraping duties. This year it was not a problem
worked very well. George has been testing various devices for
keeping his car warm enough to drive in these temps. He managed
to find a new old stock carpet “rad cover” for his car but there is
some doubt as to whether it is the right colour or not. We’ll leave

George Rogers’ 1940 Pontiac

as the car stayed moderately
warm. The heat only fell out
whenever a door was opened. More on this car later. El Hay’s
son Kent and his family were out with El’s Metropolitan which had
about as much heat as any British car from the 1950’s, which is to
say, little to none. At least the Met has a 12 volt electrical system
which turns the starter over very fast. El and his wife had the good
sense to be in Hawaii. Bryne and Doreen McKay showed up in
their beautiful red (is there any other colour Bryne?) 1966 Buick
Wildcat. That’s a relatively modern car and started fine, but Doreen
wasn’t very enthusiastic about the heater in the car. I brought out
my 1952 Ford 1 ton truck, which I was pleased to discover, has a
working block heater. My truck has been outside all winter, but
with the block heater and a battery charger it started fairly well. I’d
hate to have to drive it regularly in winter. It has just “enough”
heat, but not like a new vehicle. I should mention that by the time
Norm Sparks’ 1931 Packard

George Rogers, Ken Shaw & Bryne Mckay
displaying the 50th Anniversary Banner

that for the next judge meet, which I understand will be next
December. I should mention that George had obtained permission
to park in front of the Legislative Buildings and it’s a good thing
that he had the paperwork on that. We were outnumbered by the
security guards protecting government property and we’re glad
we didn’t have to argue with them about parking. We also
continued on page 9
appreciated the heated lobby where most of us gathered to get
out of the cold.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Mark YourCalendars

Date

Event

Location

Contact

February 14

MCAAC General Meeting

Headingley C.C. 5353 Portage Ave.

February 27

MCAAC 50th Reunion Evening

Assiniboine Park Conservatory

March 14

MCAAC General Meeting

Headingley C.C. 5353 Portage Ave.

March 26-28

World of Wheels

Convention Centre

2:00 pm

Ross/Kris Mecalfe
(204) 831-8165

2:00 pm

John Dyck (204) 889-7822

MCAAC Feature Club

April 11

MCAAC General Meeting

Headingley C.C. 5353 Portage Ave.

April 18

Spring Fling

Kingswood Golf Course

2:00 pm

April 30 - May 2

La Salle , MB

Rondex Rodarama

East End Arena

M. Schultz (204) 444-3022
Brian (204) 338-8429

Boldface activities are exclusive MCAAC events.
Check your MAAC calendar for a comprehensive list of all the events across the Province or, check the MAAC
web site at, http://www.maac.autoclubs.ca/

Sunday, April 18, 2010
Kingswood Golf Course
(Wheelchair Access)

La Salle, Manitoba

Buffet at 12:30 PM
$11.25 per person, children 12 and under $5.00 (includes taxes and tip)
Menu Buffet includes Scrambled eggs, sausages, bacon, ham, pancakes, mini muffins,
fruit cocktail, perogies and salad. Coffee, tea and juice.
Tickets will be available at the March & April meetings
Call Marilynn at (204) 444-3022 to make arrangements
Cut off date: April 11, 2010 (April’s meeting)
Join the Fun • Great Food • Door Prizes • Meet Friends

COME ON OUT! • SEE YOU THERE

SPOTTED....
BY

DENIS ROBERT

Here’s an interesting pair
of Ts I found in Texas a few
days ago. Not too unusual, really,
except that they are sitting at a custom
and hot rod shop. Relax, they are still
original. The one on the left is a pickup
while the right one has a turtle deck.
And
now
for
a
little
paranoia; I realize that some of you
people have it in for me over there but
who would have ever thought that
anyone would be so mean as to pray
for my orange trees to freeze. I mean,
come on now!
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FROM OUR KITCHEN
TO YOURS
DEEP-FRIED RATTLESNAKE
SUBMITTED BY

RICK PENKO
Editor’s comment; Rick is our Side Mount publisher who lives
in Dallas, Texas. I spent January in Texas but couldn’t find a
restaurant serving rattle snake, thank goodness.

Method:
- Mix dry ingredients.
- Whisk milk into beaten egg and use to dip
snake steaks.
- Then coat them with dry ingredients.
- Fry, uncovered, in 400 degree oil until
brown.
Yum,Yum! It sorta tastes like chicken ...

Ingredients:
- 1 medium-sized rattlesnake (3-4 lbs.), cut into steaks
- ½ cup flour
- ¼ cup cornmeal
- ¼ cup cracker crumbs
- ½ cup milk
- 1 egg
- ¼ teaspoon garlic powder (not garlic salt)
- 1 teaspoon salt
- Dash pepper

ON

THE

Giant snake!
9 feet, 1 inch &
97 lbs.... a Texas
delicacy?

COVER

FROST BITE TOUR 2010
CONTINUED FROM PAGE
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Kent Hay and Family

Denis & Lucille Robert and Robyn & Janet McCombe

Dean Weiten put a whole lot of effort into making sure the 1918
Ford Bus would be ready for the Frostbite Tour. He spent a lot of

Art & Beryl Barker and Wayne & Rita Hayes

time in the past week making sure it would run and that a pernicious
gas leak was corrected. He arrived on Memorial Blvd trailering the
bus, followed by his very own 1957 Cadillac which he has been
working on for the past couple of years. It’s a beautiful car.
Unfortunately the bus re-developed that gas leak and was unable
to take part in the tour. Dean decided to trailer it back to Headingley
to the museum where it seems to be happiest. Dean and his family
also missed the lunch because of time constraints taking the bus
back and son Eric’s impending trip to Minneapolis. Thanks for all
your efforts Dean and family.

As we were leaving the Legislative Buildings Norm Sparks had
trouble with the Packard. It suddenly stopped running and didn’t
want to start again. As Norm was just about to give up and call a
flatdeck tow truck, the car started up and ran. Norm and Lil just
wanted to get the car home and after freezing outside for an hour
or so, decided to stay home. As a result they missed the lunch but
did receive a hard luck award. Norm says he thinks the problem
might have been from a gasoline additive he had put in the car
and it seems to run alright again.
We arrived at the Forks and the Old Spaghetti Factory just after
12 noon. A large group of smart people in modern vehicles was
already there nice and warm. The total number of people seated
for dinner was 59. The total number committed had been 66 but
was reduced due to those who didn’t arrive as a result of car
troubles or illness. There was a large choice of available lunches
and I think everyone enjoyed the meal and the fellowship. We ate,
we visited, we hung around until about 3pm as we didn’t want to
let the old cars sit outside too long. All the cars started and everyone
got home safe and sound. I know my old truck won’t be going
anywhere until the weather warms up.
A great deal of thanks should go to George and Nancy Rogers
for their efforts in setting up this first event of our 50th Anniversary
year. If the turnout of people is any indication, this should be a funfilled year packed with some great activities. Here’s hoping
everyone will participate to the best of their abilities and make this
a year to remember.
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SIDEMOUNT AUTOMOTIVE
CLASSIFIED ADS
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Wanted (Lead):
- Two consecutively numbered (ie AB-12-34, AB-12-35)
Manitoba 71 base pairs. Condition need only be ‘g’ or better,
and sticker year is not important (75 preferred, but not going to
quibble...). If you have anything like this available, please let
me know.
Contact: Jeff Ellis at somewhereinthecity@gmail.com
• • •

IN MEMORIAM

JOHN PAUL BLANCHETTE
It is with great sadness that we announce the passing of our loving
husband, father, papa and brother on January 9, 2010 at the Health
Sciences Centre at the age of 78. John was born in 1931 and grew
up in St. Boniface. He was predeceased by his parents, George
and Blanche and brother Dennis. He will be lovingly remembered
and missed by his wife Joyce of 56 years, his children Diane (Doug),
Joan (Bob) and Fred (Bonnie) and grandchildren: Michelle, Daniel,
Andrew, Amanda, Jackie, Paul, and Luke as well as siblings, Ray
(Betty), Denise (Walter), Robert and Jeannine (Edward) and many
nieces and nephews. During John’s life he had a wide variety of
jobs but for the longest period was a successful self-employed
design draftsman. John’s passions were reading, antique cars,
aircraft, art, travel and in his final years playing pool with his buddies
. He loved the many road trips the family took through Canada
and the US visiting both his and Joyce’s families and attending
auto and aircraft shows. John was a charter member and past
president of the Manitoba Classic and Antique Auto Club and
stayed active in the club throughout his life. His love of antique
cars brought about a position as an accomplished judge with the
Antique Automobile Club of America. He was also a member and
volunteer of the Western Canadian Aviation Museum. Heartfelt
thanks go out to all of the staff at HSCGA4 Ward
for their compassionate care and support. A
celebration of John’s life was held on Saturday,
January 23, at 1:00 p.m. at Neil Bardal Inc., 3030
Notre Dame Ave. (across from Brookside
Cemetery). If you so desire, donations may be
made to the Canadian Cancer Society.

FOR SALE
2010 50 ANNIVERSARY
CALENDARS
TH

Featuring
MCAAC member’s cars from the past.
Hang one up in your home, office and shop.
Also makes an excellent gift at Christmas or
any other time.
Only $10.00
Contact: Bryne Mckay at (204) 269-5037 or
brynemckay@mts.net or
Paul Horch at (204) 586-2265
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TH

50 ANNIVERSARY REUNION EVENING
TH

FEBRUARY 27 , 2010 AT 7:00 PM
ASSINIBOINE PARK CONSERVATORY
This Major Night Marking the Official 50 Year
Start of the Club
See Videos, Pictures & Displays
of the Clubs History Since 1960
There will be Press coverage, snacks and a cash bar
Prizes for the the best costumes
So dress up and have some fun.
Meet old members, past presidents and new friends
on the night you don’t want to miss
Tickets are available now from Ross Metcalfe, George
Rogers, Denis Robert, Mort Mckechnie, Paul Horch and
Wolfe Fuhr just to name a few

Bring the whole family or a non club member,
but COME!!

Tickets Only $5

00

LOOKING BACK
Editor’s note: This well told story about finding the club bus
was copied from the June 1990 Side Mount Reporter (Club’s
30th Anniversary)

BY

BUS HUNTING
JACK MACGUIGAN

It all started at our December (1969) Executive meeting, when
we were discussing a club project for Centennial Year. Bert
Bentley mentioned that this would be a good occasion to finally
start restoring a vehicle as a club project, something that had
been in the minds
of many. We all
agreed that this
indeed sounded
like an excellent
idea. I mentioned
that I knew the
whereabouts of an
old Model T Red
River Motor Coach
Bus or as it was
called in the early
days, the “Blue
Bus Lines”. So it
was agreed there
and then that this
lead should be
investigated
further.
So on January
25th, it was B.H.D. meaning “bus hunting day”. I managed to
drag along our President Dr. Jim Mills, who is an awful busy
man. I also asked Ted Sipkema to accompany us. I had thought
of waiting for nicer days, but decided it would probably be a
few months away, and my curiosity was just more than I could
stand.
Jim arranged to pick me up then we picked up Ted and we
were now on the way. We travelled out 59 highway to the
perimeter, crossed over to the old Henderson Highway and in
a few minutes we were in Narol and Goner district where the
old bus was supposed to be.
The first farm we stopped at was a neat looking place. My
two helpers suggested I make the first step out, so I went to the
door and met two elderly people who knew of the bus, but
their English was poor and my Ukrainian was poorer. So after
much gesticulating, much repetition, they finally directed me
to another farm further down the road. I trudged back to the
car and we went on. At the next farm we were greeted by a
growling dog; needless to say I was not in any hurry to get out,
but my two co helpers were most reassuring with their promise
of assistance if necessary. So out I went, and at least this time
despite the dog and all, I felt that we were at least getting closer
to our goal, because these people not only knew of the bus,
but were related to the owners, but on the other hand, they
seemed quite convinced that the bus was no longer in the area.
But we were not ready to give up, so off we went to find the
bus-owning relations, only to find that there was no one home
when once we reached their farm residence, and looking around
found no signs of an old bus. From there we went to the
neighbours who seemed to know very little about it all, but
directed us to the house of the bus owner’s brother a few houses
down. Now at least we had located the brother maybe we were

getting somewhere, but talk about a brother who believes in
no meddling in his own brother’s affairs, no news at all.
So after all this running around we decided to return to the
supposed home of the old bus. We were in luck, the people
had returned. In talking to the original owner of the Ford T bus,
we found that it had been scrapped a year or so ago. Needless
to say we were greatly disappointed and I was exhausted . I
wonder if you have kept track of the number of places we have
been to so far, with my two helpers Jim and Ted always staying
in the warm car, and always urging me on. But it is so reassuring
to have a doctor along to help mend broken legs, arms, dog
bites, etc.
While talking
with the owner of
the bus, we made
an unexpected
discovery, that
there had been an
older Ford T bus in
the area. The bus
had been used on
the west side of
the Red River and
was used to meet
the
street-car
which came from
Winnipeg. The
bus
then
transported
people for fishing
and picknicking to
the Lockport Falls,
and according to this man, the bus was still around. Our ears
really perked up at this news.
We followed directions once again; this time crossing over
the Red River via the Lockport Bridge and then under, passing
Skinners and then continuing on for about another 1/2 mile.
We then turned into a farm which looked like a description given
to us. Once again out I went walking through snow up to my
knees. I saw a young man chopping wood. I finally managed
to reach him; we talked for a while. He was not sure of the bus
but he thought his parents would know. So we walked over to
the house; once again they were talking Ukrainian and I was at
a complete loss, but the young man said there was a bus in the
area and it was owned by the Davis family and they lived about
four farms back towards the locks. But one thing had finally
come to light; we had the names of the owners.
So back through the snow into the car; I told the guys of the
news and off we travelled once again, only to find our destination
was wrong again, but we were closer than ever.
By chance we had taken the wrong road only to find
ourselves right next door to the Davis residence.
We then backed out of the driveway and drove but a few
hundred yards to the Davis home. I was once again urged on
by my two helpers. The Davis yard was a pleasure to walk in,
the paths were nicely cleared of snow and I had no trouble
arriving at their back door, only to find after a few hard knocks
on the door that no one was home. I decided to walk into the
back yard a little further and noticed an old Ford T engine
mounted for sawing wood. I walked but a few more feet and I
thought I saw the remains of the old Ford T bus. I was right. By
then I was jumping high with excitement and Ted was but a few
yards behind. I think I must have scared the living daylights out
continued on page 12
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MINUTES OF MCAAC
GENERAL MEETING
RECORDED

BY

WAYNE PRUDEN

1. President J. Ewing called the meeting to order at 2:00 p.m.
2. Intro of guests/New members – Al Franks, formerly of Auto
Parts & Supplies was introduced by Norm Dumontier. Bruce
Freeman of Lockport introduced himself and indicated his
intent to become a member.
J. Ewing took a moment to inform the meeting that John
Blanchette, a Founding Member and past President of the
Club, recently passed away. J. Ewing indicated that John
was the member who designed the current Club Logo and
had presented one of the original drawings to John’s father
George Ewing.
3. The Agenda was indicated as a document in progress and
will be based on previous agendas. President Ewing
indicated that he will attempt to run a “Green” club in that no
trees will be killed to further the meetings, hence no printed
agenda!
Minutes from the December meeting might not have
reached all members yet and so will be ratified at the February
meeting.
5. Business arising from the minutes – none
6. Unfinished business – none
7. Correspondence –There were a couple of newsletters from
other clubs.
8. Reports;
1. Chair – J. Ewing no report
2. Secretary – position vacant - no report
3. Treasurer – N. Magnusson – indicated that he is gathering
material for a year end report. Norm indicated that we will
need to have someone audit the year end financials. Bryan
Thomson was present and volunteered to perform this task.
4. Activities; - P. Horch, W. Fuhr, it was indicated that there is
nothing set in stone as yet but that various activities will be
planned and ready when the time comes.
5. Membership – no report
6. Club Projects – no report
7. Side Mount Reporter – no report
8. Social – J. Ewing – John indicated we are still looking for a
volunteer for this position. Judging and Classification – no
report
9. Library – Otto So indicated that a number of people had
made contributions of books to the club library.
10. Publicity – VACANT – Looking for a volunteer to be “The
Club Voice”.
11. Side Mount Ad Sales – W. Pruden indicated invoices are
going out and cheques are coming in.
12. Bus – Dean Weiten gave an update of his head-start in
the race for the giant wrench award this year. The Club Bus
had given him a variety of problems on the frost bite tour,
none of which has destroyed his sense of humour. Although
he claims to have aged ten years in the past month or so.
Dean assured the club that the bus will be ready for the World
of Wheels Show in March
13. MAAC – no report
14. Swap Meet – G. Brunette gave an update on some of the
plans for this year’s swap meet. One of the attractions will
be a giant pig roast (where will they find a giant pig?) at the
home of Wayne Howell. Watch for upcoming information
notices.
8. 50th Anniversary Committee Report – George Rogers gave
an update on the Frost Bite Tour, approximately ten old cars
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Headingley
Community Centre
Sunday, January 10, 2010

were present. The Winnipeg Free Press did a feature story
in their Auto Section on Friday Jan, 8th. Attendance for the
luncheon was great, 59 people attended the Old Spaghetti
Factory and enjoyed a great luncheon. A big thank you to
George and Nancy for their efforts to make this event a
success. R. Metcalfe reminded members of the upcoming
President’s Reception to be held February 27, at the
Conservatory in Assiniboine Park, tickets are still available.
Wayne Wilson gave an update on the planning taking place
for the World of Wheels Show, it sounds like a great Club
event and members are encouraged to take part, any help
that can be given to pull this event off would be appreciated.
Contact J. Dyck or Wayne Wilson, their numbers are in your
roster.
President Ewing reminded those present that we were collecting
any, and all, memorabilia having to do with the 50 th
Anniversary Celebrations this year. Any and all input would
be encouraged and appreciated.
9. Unfinished Business – none
10. New Business – J. Ewing encouraged members to receive
their Side Mount Reporter by E-mail in an effort to help the
club reduce mailing costs etc. We still print and mail well
over a hundred copies. John also indicated that he felt the
Adopt a Highway Program was something he would like to
see continued in 2010. Note: As Jim Drummond was not
present he was nominated and elected to be in charge of
this project.
Motion –to adjourn – moved/seconded Carried-

LOOKING BACK
CONTINUED FROM PAGE
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of him. By now Mr. Davis had come to the door and was talking
to Jim.
I returned to the house and met Mr. Davis and his charming
wife. They asked us to come into the house; we saw pictures of
how the bus looked in the early days. The bus had been used
from 1917 to 1931. We heard quite a few stories of exciting
trips and also how they kept it all these years; how they never
wanted to part with it. We talked on and on. We also found to
our amazement that Mrs. Davis was the first lady bus driver in
Manitoba.
Many thanks to Dr. Jim Mills and his trusty steed (1968
Chrysler) and to Ted Sipkema. I know without their help I
couldn’t have made it alone. I understand Jim and Ted have
organized a car and bus hunting company and are now
charging professional rates. But I would like to say one thing;
they learned it all from me.
P.S. By the way, we purchased the bus.

